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PREFACE
[…] Kissinger's recruitment and betrayal of the Iraqi Kurds, who were falsely encouraged
by him to take up arms against Saddam Hussein in 1974-75, and who were then
abandoned to extermination on their hillsides when Saddam Hussein made a diplomatic
deal with the Shah of Iran (3)
[…] Kissinger's orchestration of political and military and diplomatic cover for apartheid
in South Africa and the South African destabilization of Angola (3)
[…] Kissinger's chairmanship of the Presidential Commission on Central America in the
early 1980s, which was staffed by Oliver North and which whitewashed death squad
activity in the isthmus. Or about the political protection provided by Kissinger, while in
office, for the Pahlavi dynasty in Iran and its machinery of torture and repression (4)
[…] when Kissinger urges President Ford not to receive the inco nvenient Alexander
Solzhenitsyn (4)
[…] crimes that [Kissinger] can and should be placed on a proper bill of indictment […]:
1. The deliberate mass killing of civilian populations in Indochina.
2. Deliberate collusion in mass murder, and later in assassination, in Bangladesh.
3. The personal suborning and planning of murder, of a senior constitutional officer in
a democratic nation - Chile - with which the United States was not at war.
4. Personal involvement in a plan to murder the head of state in the democratic
nation of Cyprus.
5. The incitement and enabling of genocide in East Timor.
6. Personal involvement in a plan to kidnap and murder a journalist living in
Washington, DC. (4)
INTRODUCTION
[…] ancient philosopher Anacharsis, who maintained that laws were like cobwebs: strong
enough to detain only the weak, and too weak to hold the strong (5)
The United States believes that it alone pursues and indicts war criminals and
"international terrorists"; nothing in its political or journalistic culture yet allows for the
thought that it might be harboring and sheltering such a senior one. (7)
"Harboring and sheltering," though, are understatements for the lavishness of Henry
Kissinger's circumstances. His advice is sought, at $25,000 an appearance, by audiences
of businessmen and academics and policymakers. His turgid newspaper column is
syndicated by the Los Angeles Times. His first volume of memoirs was part written and
also edited by Harold Evans, who with Tina Brown is among the many hosts and
hostesses who solicit Kissinger's company, or perhaps one should say society, for those
telling New York soirees. At different times, he has been a consultant to ABC News and
CBS; his most successful diplomacy, indeed, has probably been conducted with the
media (and his single greatest achievement has been to get almost everybody to call

him "Doctor"). Fawned on by Ted Koppel, sought out by corporations and despots with
"image" problems or "failures of communication," and given respectful attention by
presidential candidates and those whose task it is to "mold" their global vision, this man
wants for little in the pathetic universe that the "self-esteem" industry exists to serve (7)
CHAPTER 1
CURTAIN-RAISER:THE SECRET OF „68
In the fall of 1968, Richard Nixon and some of his emissaries and underlings set out to
sabotage the Paris peace negotiations on Vietnam. The means they chose were simple:
they privately assured the South Vietnamese military rulers that an incoming Republican
regime would offer them a better deal than would a Democratic one. In this way, they
undercut both the talks themselves and the electoral strategy of VicePresident Hubert
Humphrey. The tactic "worked," in that the South Vietnamese junta withdrew from the
talks on the eve of the election, thereby destroying the "peace plank" on which the
Democrats had contested it. In another way, it did not "work," because four years later
the Nixon administration concluded the war on the same terms that had been on offer in
Paris. The reason for the dead silence that still surrounds the question is that, in those
intervening four years, some twenty thousand Americans and an uncalculated number of
Vietnamese, Cambodians and Laotians lost their lives (9)
In Nixon's own account, RN: The Memoirs of Richard Nixon, the disgraced elder
statesman tells us that, in mid-September 1968, he received private word of a planned
"bombing halt." In other words, the Johnson administration would, for the sake of the
negotiations, consider suspending its aerial bombardment of North Vietnam. This most
useful advance intelligence, Nixon tells us, came "through a highly unusual channel." It
was more unusual even than he acknowledged. Kissinger had until then been a devoted
partisan of Nelson Rockefeller, the matchlessly wealthy prince of liberal Republicanism.
His contempt for the person and the policies of Richard Nixon was undisguised. Indeed,
President Johnson's Paris negotiators, led by Averell Harriman, considered Kissinger to
be almost one of themselves. He had made himself helpful, as Rockefeller's chief foreign
policy advisor, by supplying French intermediaries with their own contacts in Hanoi.
"Henry was the only person outside of the government we were authorized to discuss the
negotiations with," says Richard Holbrooke. "We trusted him. It is not stretching the
truth to say that the Nixon campaign had a secret source within the US negotiating
team." (12)
BY WAY OF WARNING:
[…] the "40 Committee" or the "Forty Committee," the semi-clandestine body of which
Henry Kissinger was the chairman between 1969 and 1976. One does not need to
picture some giant, octopuslike organization at the center of a web of conspiracy:
however, it is important to know that there was a committee which maintained ultimate
supervision over United States covert actions overseas (and, possibly, at home) during
this period. (15)
CHAPTER 2
INDOCHINA
Whenever any major US covert undertaking occurred between the years 1969 and 1976,
Henry Kissinger may be at least presumed to have had direct knowledge of, and
responsibility for, it. (17)
When the unpreventable collapse occurred, in Vietnam and in Cambodia, in April and
May 1975, the cost was infinitely higher than it would have been seven years previously.

These locust years ended as they had begun - with a display of bravado and deceit. On
12 May 1975, Cambodian gunboats detained an American merchant vessel named the
Mayaguez. In the immediate aftermath of the Khmer Rouge seizure of power, the
situation was a distraught one. The ship had been stopped in international waters
claimed by Cambodia and then taken to the Cambodian island of Koh Tang. In spite of
reports that the crew had been released, Kissinger pressed for an immediate face-saving
and "credibility" -enhancing strike. He persuaded President Gerald Ford, the untried and
undistinguished successor to his deposed former boss, to send in the Marines and the Air
Force. Out of a Marine force of 110,18 were killed and 50 wounded. Some 23 Air Force
men died in a crash. The United States used a 15,000-pound bomb on the island, the
most powerful non-nuclear device that it possessed. Nobody has the figures for
Cambodian deaths. The casualties were pointless because the ship's company of the
Mayaguez were nowhere on Koh Tang, having been released some hours earlier. A
subsequent congressional inquiry found that Kissinger could have known of this by
listening to Cambodian Broadcasting or by paying attention to a third-party government
which had been negotiating a deal for the restitution of the crew and the ship. It was not
as if any Cambodians doubted, by that month of 1975, the willingness of the US
government to employ deadly force. (20)
In Washington, DC, there is a famous and hallowed memorial to the American dead of
the Vietnam War. Known as the Vietnam Veterans' Memorial, it bears a name that is
slightly misleading. I was present for the extremely affecting moment of its dedication in
1982, and noticed that the list of nearly 60,000 names is incised in the wall not by
alphabet but by date. The first few names appear in 1954, and the last few in 1975. The
more historically minded visitors can sometimes be heard to say that they didn't know
the United States was engaged in Vietnam as early or as late as that. Nor were the
public supposed to know. The first names are o f the covert operatives sent in by Colonel
Lansdale without congressional approval to support French colonialism before Dien Bien
Phu. The last names are of those thrown away in the Mayaguez fiasco. It took Henry
Kissinger to ensure that a war of atrocity, which he had helped prolong, should end as
furtively and ignominiously as it had begun (20)
CHAPTER 3
A SAMPLE OF CASES: KISSINGER‟S WAR CRIMES IN INDOCHINA
In January 1971, General Telford Taylor, who had been chief prosecuting counsel at the
Nuremberg trials, made a considered statement. Reviewing the legal and moral basis of
those hearings, and also the Tokyo trials of Japanese war criminals and the Manila trial
of Emperor Hirohito's chief militarist, General Tomoyuki Yamashita, Taylor said that if the
standards of Nuremberg and Manila were applied evenly, and applied to the American
statesmen and bureaucrats who designed the war in Vietnam, then "there would be a
very strong possibility that they would come to the same end he [Yamashita] did." (21)
Of nothing is this more true than his own individual involvement in the bombing and
invasion of neutral Cambodia and Laos. Obsessed with the idea that Vietnamese
intransigence could be traced to allies or resources external to Vietnam itself, or could be
overcome by tactics of mass destruction, Kissinger at one point contemplated using
thermonuclear weapons to obliterate the pass through which ran the railway link from
North Vietnam to China, and at another stage considered bombing the dikes that
prevented North Vietnam's irrigation system from flooding the country. (27)
The US Senate Subcommittee on Refugees estimated that in the same four-year period
[1968-1972] rather more than three million civilians were killed, injured or rendered

homeless. In the same four-year period, the United States dropped almost 4,500,000
tons of high explosive on Indochina. (The Pentagon's estimated total for the tonnage
dropped in the entire Second World War is 2,044,000.) This total does not include
massive sprayings of chemical defoliants and pesticides, the effects of which are still
being registered by the region's ecology. Nor does it include the land-mines which
detonate to this day. (32)
CHAPTER 4
BANGLADESH: ONE GENOCIDE, ONE COUP AND ONE ASSASSINATION
[…] the extraordinary 1915 dispatches of Ambassador Henry Morgenthau from his post
in Ottoman Turkey, in which he employed consular and intelligence reports to give a
picture of the deliberate state massacre of the Armenian minority, the first genocide of
the twentieth century. (The word "genocide" having not then been coined, Ambassador
Morgenthau had recourse to the - in some ways more expressive - term "race murder.")
(34)
On 25 March, the Pakistani army struck at the Bengali capital of Dacca. Having arrested
and kidnapped Rahman, and taken him to West Pakistan, it set about massacring his
supporters. The foreign press had been preemptively expelled from the city, but much of
the direct evidence of what then happened was provided via a radio transmitter operated
by the United States consulate. Archer Blood himself supplied an account of one episode
directly to the State Department and to Henry Kissinger's National Security Council.
Having readied the ambush, Pakistani regular soldiers set fire to the women's dormitory
at the university, and then mowed the occupants down with machine guns as they
sought to escape. (The guns, along with all the other weaponry, had been furnished
under United States military assistance programs.) (35)
[…] Nixon detested the government of India and expressed warm sympathy for Pakistan.
Many of his biographers and intimates, including Kissinger, have recorded the particular
dislike he felt (more justifiably, perhaps) for the person of Indira Gandhi. He always
referred to her as "that bitch" and on one occasion kept her waiting for an
unprecedented forty-five minutes outside his White House door. However, the dislike
originated with Nixon's loathing for her father Pandit Nehru, and with his more general
loathing for Nehru's sponsorship - along with Makarios, Tito and Soekarno - of the NonAligned Movement. (38)
In November 1974, on a brief face-saving tour of the region, Kissinger made an eighthour stop in Bangladesh and gave a three-minute press conference in which he refused
to say why he had sent the USS Enterprise into the Bay of Bengal three years before.
Within a few weeks of his departure, we now know, a faction at the US embassy in
Dacca began covertly meeting with a group of Bangladeshi officers who were planning a
coup against Mujib. On 14 August 1975, Mujib and forty members of his family were
murdered in a military takeover. His closest former political associates were bayoneted
to death in their prison cells a few months after that (38)
CHAPTER 5
CHILE
IN A FAMOUS expression of his contempt for democracy, Kissinger once observed that
he saw no reason why a certain country should be allowed to "go Marxist" merely
because "its people are irresponsible." The country concerned was Chile, which at the
time of this remark had a justified reputation as the most highly evolved pluralistic
democracy in the southern hemisphere of the Americas. (41)

[…] Nixon wasted little breath in making his wishes known. Allende was not to assume
office. "Not concerned risks involved. No involvement of embassy. $10,000,000
available, more if necessary. Full-time job - best men we have... Make the economy
scream. 48 hours for plan of action." (42)
An unelected official in the United States is meeting with others, without the knowledge
or authorization of Congress, to plan the kidnapping of a constitution-minded senior
officer in a democratic country with which the United States is not at war, and with which
it maintains cordial diplomatic relations (42)
It has been established, for example, that the FBI aided Pinochet in capturing Jorge
Isaac Fuentes de Alarcon, who was detained and tortured in Paraguay, then turned over
to the Chilean secret police, and "disappeared." Astonishingly, the surveillance of Latin
US dissident refugees in the United States was promised to Condor figures by US
intelligence (51)
The United States has not so far found it convenient to establish a truth and
reconciliation commission of its own, which means that it is less ready at present to face
its historical responsibility than are the countries once derided as "banana republics."
(52)
In 1999 a secret memorandum was declassified, giving excruciating details of a private
conversation between Kissinger and Pinochet in Santiago, Chile, on 8 June 1976. The
meeting took place the day before Kissinger was due to address the Organization of
American States. The subject was human rights. Kissinger was at some pains to explain
to Pinochet that the few pro forma remarks he was to make on that topic were by no
means to be taken seriously. (52)
In advising a murderer and despot, whose rule he had helped impose, to disregard his
upcoming remarks as a sop to Congress, Kissinger insulted democracy in both countries.
He also gave the greenest of green lights to further cross-border and internal terrorism,
of neither of which he could have been unaware. (53)
CHAPTER 6
AN AFTERWORD ON CHILE
[…] in September 2000 the CIA disgorged the results of an internal inquiry on Chile,
which had been required of it by the Hinchey amendment to the Intelligence
Authorization Act for that fiscal year. And the most hardened critics and investigators
were reduced to amazement. (The document was handed to me after I had completed
the chapter above, and I let it stand so as to preserve the actual order of disclosure.) I
reproduce the chief headings below, so as to preserve, also, the Agency's own prose:
Support for Coup in 1970. Under "Track II" of the strategy, CIA sought to instigate a
coup to prevent Allende from taking office after he wo n a plurality in the 4 September
election and before, as Constitutionally required because he did not win an absolute
majority, the Chilean Congress reaffirmed his victory. CIA was working with three
different groups of plotters. All three groups made it clear that any coup would require
the kidnapping of Army Commander Rene Schneider, who felt deeply that the
Constitution required that the Army allow Allende to assume power. CIA agreed with that
assessment. Although CIA provided weapons to one of the groups, we have found no
information that the plotters' or CIA's intention was for the general to be killed. Contact
with one group of plotters was dropped early on because of its extremist tendencies. CIA
provided tear gas, submachine guns and ammunition to the second group, mortally
wounding him in the attack. CIA had previously encouraged this group to launch a coup

but withdrew support four days before the attack because, in CIA's assessment, the
group could not carry it out successfully. (54)
Manuel Contreras was the head of Pinochet's secret military police, and in that capacity
organized the death, torture, and disappearance of innumerable Chileans as well as the
use of bombing and assassination techniques as far afield as Washington, DC. The CIA
admits early on in the document that it "had liaison relationships in Chile with the
primary purpose of securing assistance in gathering intelligence on external targets. The
CIA offered these service assistance in internal organization and training to combat
subversion and terrorism abroad, not in combating internal opponents of the
government." Such flat prose, based on a distinction between the "external threat" and
the more messy business of internal dictatorial discipline, invites the question - what
external threat? Chile had no foreign enemy except Argentina, which disputed some sea
lane rights in the Beagle Channel. (In consequence, Chile helped Mrs. Thatcher in the
Falklands war of 1982.) And in Argentina, as we know, the CIA was likewise engaged in
helping the military regime to survive. No: while Chile had no external enemies to speak
of, the Pinochet dictatorship had many, many external foes. They were the numerous
Chileans forced to abandon their country. One of the jobs of Manuel Contreras was to
hunt them down. As the report puts it: During a period between 1974 and 1977, CIA
maintained contact with Manuel Contreras, who later became notorious for his human
rights abuses. The US Government policy community approved CIA's contact with
Contreras, given his position as chief of the primary intelligence organization in Chile, as
necessary to accomplish the CIA's mission, in spite of concerns that this relationship
might lay the CIA open to charges of aiding internal political repression. (55)
[…] time after it had been concluded, and by the CIA at that, that Manuel Contreras was
the "principal obstacle to a reasonable human rights policy," he is given American
taxpayers' money and received at a high level in Washington. (56)
CHAPTER 7
CYPRUS
[…] when he became secretary of state in 1973, he took care to retain his post as
Special Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs or, as we now say,
National Security Advisor. This made him the first and only secretary of state to hold the
chairmanship of the elite and secretive Forty Committee, which considered and approved
covert actions by the CIA. Meanwhile, as chairman of the National Security Council, he
held a position where every important intelligence plan passed across his desk. (58)
[…] Kissinger nearly precipitated a crisis because he became excited by some aerial
photographs of Cuba. (The pictures showed soccer fields under construction, which he
took - believing the Cubans to be exclusively interested in baseball - as the sign of a new
and sinister Russian design.) On another occasion, following the downing of a US plane,
he was in favor of bombing North Korea and not excluding the nuclear option. (58)
Not all the elements of this partitionist policy can be charged to Kissinger personally; he
inherited the Greek junta and the official dislike of Makarios. However, even in the dank
obfuscatory prose of his own memoirs, he does admit what can otherwise be concluded
from independent sources. Using covert channels, and short-circuiting the democratic
process in his own country, he made himself an accomplice in a plan of political
assassination which, when it went awry, led to the deaths of thousands of civilians, the
violent uprooting of almost 200,000 refugees, and the creation of an unjust and unstable
amputation of Cyprus which constitutes a serious threat to peace a full quarter-century
later. His attempts to keep the record sealed are significant in themselves; when the

relevant files are opened they will form part of the longer bill of indictment (64)
On 10 July 1976, the European Commission on Human Rights adopted a report,
prepared by eighteen distinguished jurists and chaired by Professor J.E.S. Fawcett,
resulting from a year's research into the consequences of the Turkish invasion. It found
that the Turkish army had engaged in the deliberate killing of civilians, in the execution
of prisoners, in the torture and ill-treatment of detainees, in the arbitrary collective
punishment and mass detention of civilians, and in systematic and unpunished acts of
rape, torture, and looting. A large number of "disappeared" persons, both prisoners of
war and civilians, are still "missing" from this period. (64)
CHAPTER 8
EAST TIMOR
After the collapse of the Portuguese fascist regime in Lisbon in April 1974, that country's
colonial empire deliquesced with extraordinary speed. The metropolitan power retained
control only in the enclave of Macau, on the coast of China, and later remitted this
territory to Beijing under treaty in 2000. In Africa, after many vicissitudes, power was
inherited by the socialist-leaning liberation movements which had, by their tactic of
guerrilla warfare, brought about the Portuguese revolution in the first place and
established warm relations with its first generation of activists. In East Timor, situated in
the Indonesian archipelago, the postcolonial vacuum was at first also filled by a leftist
movement, known as FRETILIN or the Front for the Liberation of East Timor. The popular
base of this movement extended from the Catholic Church to the Westernized and
sometimes Leninized students who had brought back revolutionary opinions from the
"motherland." FRETILIN and its allies were able to form a government but were at once
subjected to exorbitant pressure from their gigantic Indonesian neighbor, then led by the
dictator (since deposed and disgraced by his own people) General Suharto. Portugal,
which had and which retains legal responsibility, was too unstable and too distant to
prevent the infiltration of Indonesian regular units into East Timor and the beginning of
an obviously expansionist policy of attrition and subversion. This tactic was pursued by
the generals in Jakarta for a few months, under the transparent pretext of "aiding" antiFRETILIN forces which were, in point of fact, deliberately inserted Indonesian ones. All
pretense of this sort was abandoned on 7 December 1975, when the armed forces of
Indonesia crossed the border of East Timor in strength, eventually proclaiming it (in an
act no less lawless than Iraq's proclamation of Kuwait as "our nineteenth province") a
full part of Indonesia proper. (65)
[…] the death toll in East Timor during the initial days of the invasion was "almost the
toll of casualties experienced by the Soviet Union during the Second World War." (66)
If Kissinger and his patron Nixon were identified with any one core belief, it was that the
United States should never be, or even appear to be, a "pitiful, helpless giant."
Kissinger's own writings and speeches are heavily larded with rhetoric about "credibility"
and the need to impress friend and foe with the mettle of American resolve. Yet, in
response to any inquiry that might implicate him in crime and fiasco, he rushes to
humiliate his own country and its professional servants, suggesting that they know little,
care less, are poorly informed and easily rattled by the pace of events. He also resorts to
a demagogic isolationism. In "signaling" terms, this is as much as to claim that the
United States is a pushover for any ambitious or irredentist banana republic. (70)
[…] Indonesia's Foreign Minister, Adam Malik, conceded in public a death toll of between
50,000 and 80,000 Timorese civilians in the first eighteen months of Indonesia's war of
subjugation (in other words on Kissinger's watch) and inflicted with weapons that he

bent American laws to furnish to the killers. Now that a form of democracy has returned
to Indonesia, which in its first post-dictatorial act renounced the annexation and - after a
bloody last pogrom by its auxiliaries - withdrew from the territory, we may be able to
learn more exactly the extent of the genocide. Kissinger's surreptitious conduct is made
very plain by the State Department cable of December 1975, and the subsequent
memorandum concerning it. In point of fact, the essential decisions about Portugal's excolonies had been made during the preceding July, when Kissinger had secured
presidential permission for a covert program of military intervention, coordinated with
the South Africans and General Mobutu, to impose a tribalist regime upon Angola. The
following month, as a matter of record, he informed the Indonesian generals that he
would not oppose their intervention in East Timor. The only bargaining in December
involved a request that Indonesia delay the start of its own colonial adventure until after
Air Force One, carrying Ford and Kissinger, had left Indonesian airspace. (71)
CHAPTER 9
A “WET JOB” IN WASHINGTON?
[…] Kissinger has a tendency to personalize his politics. His policies have led directly and
deliberately to the deaths of anonymous hundreds of thousands, but have also involved
the targeting of certain inconvenient individuals - General Schneider, Archbishop
Makarios, Sheik Mujib. And, as we have also more than once glimpsed, Kissinger has an
especial relish for the Washington vendetta and the localized revenge. It seems possible
that these two tendencies converge in a single case: a plan to kidnap and murder a man
named Elias P. Demetracopoulos (78)
A number of historians have since speculated as to whether it was evidence for this
"Greek connection," with its immense potential for damage, that Nixon's and Mitchell's
burglars were seeking when they entered O'Brien's Watergate office under the cover of
night. Considerable weight is lent to this view by one salient fact: when the Nixon White
House was seeking "hush money" for the burglars, it turned to Thomas Pappas to
provide it. (81)
[…] 1968 payments by the Greek secret police to the Nixon campaign. (82)
CHAPTER 10
AFTERWORD: THE PROFIT MARGIN
[…] It's just that there is a perfect congruence between Kissinger's foreign policy counsel
and his own business connections. One might call it a harmony of interests, rather than
a conflict. (87)
Six years after he left office, Kissinger set up a private consulting firm named Kissinger
Associates, which exists to smooth and facilitate contact between multinational
corporations and foreign governments. The client list is secret, and contracts with "the
Associates" contain a clause prohibiting any mention of the arrangement, but corporate
clients include or have included American Express, Shearson Lehmann, Arco, Daewoo of
South Korea, H.J. Heinz, ITT Lockheed, Anheuser-Busch, the Banca Nazionale del
Lavoro, Coca-Cola, Fiat, Revlon, Union Carbide, and the Midland Bank. Kissinger's initial
fellow "associates" were General Brent Scowcroft and Lawrence Eagleburger, both of
whom had worked closely with him in the foreign policy and national security branches of
government. Numerous instances of a harmony between this firm and Kissinger's policy
pronouncements can be cited. The best-known is probably that of the People's Republic
of China. Kissinger assisted several American conglomerates, notably H.J. Heinz, to gain
access to the Chinese market. (87)

[…] but when the Chinese regime turned its guns and tanks on its own children in
Tienanmen Square in 1989, it had no more staunch defender than Henry Kissinger.
Arguing very strongly against sanctions, he wrote that "China remains too important for
America's national security to risk the relationship on the emotions of the moment."
Taking the Deng Xiaoping view of the democratic turbulence, and even the view of those
we now suppose to have pressed Deng from the Right, he added, "No government in the
world would have tolerated having the main square of its capital occupied for eight
weeks by tens of thousands of demonstrators." Of course, some governments would
have found a way to meet with the leaders of those demonstrators. ... It is perhaps just
as well that Kissinger's services were not retained by the Stalinist regimes of Romania,
Czechoslovakia and East Germany, which succumbed to just such public insolence later
in the same year. (88)
He assisted Atlantic Richfield/Arco to market oil deposits in China. He helped ITT (a
corporation which had once helped him to overthrow the elected government of Chile) to
hold a path-breaking board meeting in Beijing, and he performed similar services for
David Rockefeller and the Chase Manhattan Bank, which held an international advisory
committee meeting in the Chinese capital and met with Deng himself. (88)
CHAPTER 11
LAW AND JUSTICE
The United States is the most generous in granting immunity to itself and partial
immunity to its servants, and the most laggard in adhering to international treaties
(ratifying the Genocide Convention only in 1988 and signing the Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights only in 1992). And the provisions of the Rome Statute, which would
expose Kissinger to dire punishment if they had been law from as early as 1968, are not
retroactive. The Nuremberg principles, however, were in that year announced by an
international convention to have no statute of limitations. International customary law
would allow any signatory country (again exempting the United States) to bring suit
against Kissinger for crimes against humanity in Indochina. (92)
[…] the most salient one is the finding of the DC Circuit Court in 1980, concerning the
car-bomb murder, by Pinochet's agents, of Orlando Letelier and Ronni Mo ffitt. The court
held that "[whatever policy options may exist for a foreign country," the Pinochet regime
"has no 'discretion' to perpetrate conduct designed to result in the assassination of an
individual or individuals, action that is clearly contrary to the precepts of humanity as
recognized in both national and international law." Reciprocally speaking, this would
apply to an American official seeking to assassinate a Chilean. Assassination was illegal
both as a private and a public act when Henry Kissinger was in power and when the
attacks on General Schneider of Chile and President Makarios of Cyprus took place (93)
APPENDIX I
A FRAGRANT FRAGMENT
[…] Kissinger had sent that very same message by proxy when he instructed Len
Garment, about to leave on a trip to Moscow, to give the Soviets "the impression that
Nixon is somewhat 'crazy' -immensely intelligent, well organized and experienced to be
sure, but at moments of stress or personal challenge unpredictable and capable of the
bloodiest brutality." Garment carried out the mission, telling a senior Brezhnev advisor
that Nixon was "a dramatically disjointed personality ... more than a little paranoid ...
when necessary, a cold-hearted butcher." The irony, the former aide reflected ruefully in
1997, was that everything he had told the Russians turned out to be "more or less true."
(96)

[…] in the Nixon era the United States was, in essence, a "rogue state." It had a
ruthless, paranoid and unstable leader who did not hesitate to break the laws of his own
country in order to violate the neutrality, menace the territorial integrity or destabilize
the internal affairs of other nations. At the close of this man's reign, in an episode more
typical of a banana republic or a "people's democracy," his own secretary of defense,
James Schlesinger, had to instruct the Joint Chiefs of Staff to disregard any military
order originating in the White House. Schlesinger had excellent grounds for
circumspection. Not only had he learned that Nixon had asked the Joint Chiefs "whether
in a crunch there was support to keep him in power," (96)
[…] Nixon and his associates - especially Attorney General John Mitchell and Vice
President Spiro Agnew - consciously sabotaged the Vietnam peace negotiations in Paris
in the fall of 1968. Elements of this story have surfaced before, in books by - among
others - Clark Clifford and Richard Holbrooke, Seymour Hersh and William Bundy. But
this is the most convincing account to have appeared so far, relying as it does on
wiretaps released to Summers by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Many senior
Democrats knew this ghastly secret but kept it to themselves, if only because L.B.J. had
lawfully - if shamefacedly - bugged Nixon and his coconspirators, as well as the South
Vietnamese embassy. (97)
If Nixon's mobsters were not looking for Democratic opposition research on the 1968
treason, they were looking for evidence that the Democrats either knew about bribes to
the president from Howard Hughes or, much more probably, that they knew about secret
subventions paid to Nixon and Agnew by the Greek military dictatorship. Nice choices,
you will agree; it has taken some effort to narrow them down to those tasteful three
(with a side bet on a prostitution racket that would have implicated both major parties).
For connoisseurs there is more detail - about the shenanigans of Nixon's crony, Bebe
Rebozo, in the Bahamas; about underhand dealing with the Mafia in Cuba; and about the
slow public martyrdom of Mrs. Nixon, who, Summers says, may have been a victim o f
physical as well as mental cruelty. (97)

